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A World Resource Forum 

seems like an excellent idea because:

Å Resources have become a world concern;

Å The  World Economic Forum rarely speaks 

about resources;

Å Resources have raised to the limelight since 

about ten years

Å There is scope for a major change in the 

philosophy of dealing with resources (from 

just squandering  to ñFactor Tenò, ñCradle 

to Cradleò,  ñCyclical Societyò, etc.)



Yet another World Forum??

The World Economic Forum (WEC) was, of course, 

the most spectacular success.

Many others followed and partly succeeded, notably 

the World Social Forum, associated with Porto 

Alegre, and the World Political Forum, 

associated with Mikhail Gorbachev, and a few 

others.

I suggest using the name ñWorld Resource Forumò 

if there is a message similarly strong as that of 

the WEC. In this regard Iôm optimistic!



At the anniversary of the collapse of 

Lehman Bros. let us briefly look back at 

the origins of the economic crisis that 

unfolded after the collapse.

The real reasonsgo far beyondgreedy

bankersó mischief.  They haveto do with

irresponsible resourcemanagementchiefly

in the USA, but also in Australia , Canada, 

and elsewhere.



Tumbling oil prices and 

opposition in the USA to 

gasoline taxes created an 

optimistic feeling of ācheap 

gas foreveró, leading to 

Åthe creation of a new car 

fleet, the gas guzzling  

SUVós, and Hummers; 

Åaccelerated urban sprawl 

and a near  doubling of 

typical commuter distances.

The Hummer H1, 

a fortress on wheels, 

and a gas guzzler



During a mere 5 years, urban sprawl madly grew in many areas

Source: Anand 

Prasad, US Forest 

Service, 2002 

aprasad@fs.fed.us



Long distance commuting became a nightmare

Houses lost value

Mortgage loans above home values got non-performing

Collapse of Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, Countrywide and 

later Bear Stearns, Lehman Bros., Merryll Lynch, AIG, 

General Motors etc.

And then came 2007. Oil prices skyrocketed.



How do we get out of the financial crisis? 

Optimistic stock markets are not enough.

We should avoid the squandering of resources 

that was at the roots of the crisis.



Thatós also behind

Achim Steinerós call

for a

Global Green 

New Deal



If there is a new Kondratiev Cycle, it has to be 

radically ñgreenò
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Also Tom Friedman has discovered the 

ĂLimitsñ challenge



What has caught the worldós attention is the climate challenge. 

But that one is closely related to material resources

The climate challenge according to Lord Stern



Business as usual is not an option



But countries 

find saving 

automakers 

more 

important 

than saving 

climate or the 

resource 

base.
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A sustainable society has reasonably 

small ecological footprints and 

a high Human Development Index (HDI)
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Empirically, only one country is Ăsustainableñ: Cuba 

Cuba

Source: Global 

Footprint Network 


