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Key Challenges

Â Access to natural resources in an energy and 

resource constrained world

Â Reducing environmental stress in a global economy

Â Scarcity, shortages, price vulnerability, 

environmental degradation

Â Transferring challenges into economic opportunities

Â Towards an eco-efficient economy



Policies responding to the key challenges

ÂMaterials and energy: production, products, waste, 

consumption, supply

Č Emission control, eco-design, waste legislation, REACH, 

energy & climate package é.

ÂEnvironmental Media: quality of Air, Water, Soil 

Č Water legislation, clean air for Europe, soil strategy é

ÂEco-systems and biodiversity:

Č forestry, agriculture, fisheries, Natura 2000 é



The EU Resource Strategy:
a building block of Sustainable 

Development

1. Decoupling - reducing negative 

impacts of resource use in a 

growing economy

2. Improving resource efficiency

3. Managing scarcity and shortages

In a life-cycle perspective

Č Global view


